
 

 

 

 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A 

  

our time, the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him 
you now have faith in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory for that very reason – so that you 
would have faith and hope in God. 
                                                  The word of  the Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation        Lk 24:32 

Alleluia, alleluia!   Lord Jesus, make your word plain to 

us: make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
  
             Lk 24:13-35 

 

They recognised him at the breaking of the bread. 
 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village 
called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they 
were talking together about all that had happened. Now as 
they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked 
by their side; but something prevented them from recog-
nising him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you dis-
cussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their fac-
es downcast.  
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You 
must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have been happening there these 
last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of 
Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a great 
prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God 
and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and 
our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and had him crucified. Our own hope had been that he 
would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two 
whole days have gone by since it all happened; and some 
women from our group have astounded us: they went to 
the tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find 
the body, they came back to tell us they had seen a vision 
of angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends 

went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the 
women had reported, but of him they saw nothing.’  
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe 
the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that 
the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ 
Then, starting with Moses and going through all the 
prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout 
the scriptures that were about himself. When they drew 
near to the village to which they were going, he made as if 
to go on; but they pressed him to stay with them. ‘It is 
nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So 
he went in to stay with them. Now while he was with them 
at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he 
broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were 
opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished 
from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not 
our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road 
and explained the scriptures to us?’ They set out that in-
stant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the 
Eleven assembled together with their companions, who 
said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon.’ Then they told their story of what had 
happened on the road and how they had recognised him 
at the breaking of bread.             The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
Communion Antiphon        Lk 24:35 
 

The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of 
the bread, alleluia. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 65:1-2 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of 

his name. O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles        

   Acts 2:14, 22-33 

It was impossible for him to be held by the power of 

Hades. 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up with the Eleven and 

addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen to 

what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a man com-

mended to you by God by the miracles and portents and 

signs that God worked through him when he was among 

you, as you all know. This man, who was put into your pow-

er by the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God, you 

took and had crucified by men outside the Law. You killed 

him, but God raised him to life, freeing him from the pangs 

of Hades; for it was impossible for him to be held in its pow-

er since, as David says of him: I saw the Lord before me al-

ways, for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 

So my heart was glad and my tongue cried out with joy: my 

body, too, will rest in the hope that you will not abandon my 

soul to Hades nor allow your holy one to experience corrup-

tion. You have made known the way of life to me, you will fill 

me with gladness through your presence. ‘Brothers, no one 

can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and bur-

ied: his tomb is still with us. But since he was a prophet, 

and knew that God had sworn him an oath to make one of 

his descendants succeed him on the throne, what he fore-

saw and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ: he 

is the one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose 

body did not experience corruption. God raised this man 

Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised 

to the heights by God’s right hand, he has received from the 

Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see 

and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’ 

                                                    The word of  the Lord. 

 

Responsorial Psalm              Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. v.11 
 

Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
 
 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter         
               1 Pt 1:17-21 
 

The ransom that was paid to free you was the blood of 
the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no 
favourites and judges everyone according to what he has 
done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are 
living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that 
was paid to free you from the useless way of life your ances-
tors handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, nei-
ther in silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb 
without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known  

since before the world was made, has been revealed only in  
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The Easter mystagogical instruction continues. Today we reflect on life as a journey. This theme expresses well 

the fact that life is not static, but is a movement from one point to another. Actually, we do not so much make 

the journey as we join one that is already in progress. Nor are we alone on it. We have companions who share 

their encouragement and support, their talents and insight. Like the two disciples travelling to Emmaus, we 

have certain expectations which Jesus does not seem to fulfil. They did not realise that through his death he 

had accomplished everything. They did not realise that the Risen Lord himself was their travelling companion. 

As with them, so with us. We may not see the extraordinary in the ordinary. We may not see the hand of God in 

our lives. Perhaps we need someone to interpret for us both the tradition and the events of life. Despite appear-

ances, something is happening beneath what we are able to observe. God is at work beneath and within our 

lives. Once we realise who this unique travelling companion really is, our hearts too will burn within us, our 

eyes too will be opened, and we too will look at life with the assurance of faith. Easter faith will transform our 

disillusionment into missionary zeal. Some of us may be called upon to give public witness, as did Peter. Most 

will preach with the example of our lives. All can enter this mystery as we recognise him in the breaking of the 

bread. 

 

Third Sunday of Easter Year A (liturgyhelp.com)  
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The Parish of St Thomas More and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of  chil-
dren, young people and vulnerable people in 
our community. May our message be that 
child  protection and the dignity of every             
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFETY PARISH 

AND WE BELIEVE IN CHILD SAFETY. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Apr23/0/HomRiLen
mailto:principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention


 

 

REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Recent deaths: Fr Bob Maguire.  

Many people across the world who have died due to 

natural calamities ( Turkey and Syria) and ongoing 

War in Ukraine. May their souls rest in peace.  

Anniversaries:  Carl Galloway, Louise Sullivan, Rosa 

& Guiseppe Frazetto, Evelyn( Lauris) Fraser, Frank 

Carville. 

 

Prayer for the deceased:  

Lord open wide the doors of your Mercy to all those 

who have passed away in the parish of St. Thomas 

More, Belgrave. In your compassion grant eternal bliss 

to all of them. 

 

Prayers for the Sick:   We pray for all who are ill, but 

especially the following people: Pope Francis, Dimuthu, 

Glen Butler, Aliyah Lawless,  Juhyeon Kim, Peter 

Hicks, Margaret Campion,  Cameron DiCasio, Jack 
Weir, Ewa Wallis, Jane Schellenbach, Deanne 

Atkinson, Damien Van der Linden, Margaret Gilhooly, 

Daniel, Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, Irene, Debbie 

Owens, Don Kempster, Pat McCarrick, Justin,  Tom 

Fergus, Josie Walsh,  B. O’Connor, Maureen  Lyons,  

Ingyin Collins, David Bourke, Eileen Banyard, 
Brendan, Martin Fergus, Margaret, Maureen, Patricia 

Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., Cheryl McInnes, Kate Arnott, 

Julian Neesham,  Joan Munday, Fa Perisipi, John 

Reid, Dieter Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Dianne Zidek, 

Mark Pickthall, Terry Schubert, Neil Weatherill, 
Margaret Herbert, Rob Zwagerman,  Joshua McQuade,  

Lanie Brereton, Sandra Dowling, Francesca, Neil 

Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn Ward, Isabelle 

Henry, Phillis Willoughby. 

 Sick List: If you are aware that any names on 

the sick list need to be removed, please 

contact the Parish Office on 97542141.  

 

    

   

Need your support for St. Vincent  de Paul  

Society  Belgrave  

St. Thomas More's  Vincent de Paul committee mem-

bers need more food  and food items to distribute for  

needy people in our community.  The donation box is 

placed in the St. Thomas More’s 

church foyer. 

 

  

'Dare to Dream!’, via Zoom, 5x Wednesday, 3, 10, 

17, 24 & 31 May, 5.00-6.30 pm (AEST).   

 

“We have had dreams and there is no one to interpret 

them…” and Joseph said to them, “do not interpreta-
tions belong to God?” (Genesis 40:8) 

Join our director, Clare Shearman, and guests in our 

‘dream lab’. Based on the Dreams session previously 

offered as part of the Siloam Program, this five-week 

program will explore the significance of our dreams, 
include the practice of dream circles, provide guid-

ance and practice for working with dreams—our own 

and others’,  consider the potential for our dreams to 

personally and collectively shape the future.  

Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral For-

mation. Cost $130. Book and pay via web-
site www.heartoflife.melbourne, email in-

fo@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 

 

‘Pondering Grief’ (in-person event), Saturday 20 

May 2023, 10 am – 3.30 pm (AEST) 

This day offers an invitation to reflect on and honour 

our inner life of change and transition. With creativi-
ty, space and gentle guiding support, this workshop 

will offer a sacred place for the breadth of human ex-

periencing and spirit to guide individual exploration. 

Facilitated by Linda Espie  a counsellor of loss, grief 

and bereavement for over 35 years. Heart of Life Cen-

tre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation. Cost: $80 in-
cluding ‘Pondering Grief ’ book (BYO lunch). Book 

and pay via website www.heartoflife.melbourne, email 

info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 

 
 

 

 

Catholic Archdioceses of Melbourne job vacancies are available 

on https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

For positions vacant in Catholic education, please  

visit the Catholic Education Melbourne website. 

 

For positions vacant in our social services provider, 

CatholicCare Victoria, please visit the CatholicCare 
Victoria website. 

For positions vacant at Villa Maria Catholic Homes, 

please visit the website the VMCH website. 

Baptism 

Let us welcome Alessandra Ina Hayes into our faith 

Community as she baptized last  weekend at Sacred 

Heart church, Gembrook. 

May she be richly blessed throughout her life, con-

stantly being aware of the uncondi-

tional love and Mercy of God. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbelgrave%40cam.org.au%7Ce32686a3aafb46616b9708db3fac0d89%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638173780441410087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartoflife.melbourne%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbelgrave%40cam.org.au%7Ce32686a3aafb46616b9708db3fac0d89%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638173780441410087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://www.cem.edu.au/Work-in-our-schools/Job-Search.aspx
https://www.ccam.org.au/page/58/careers
https://www.ccam.org.au/page/58/careers
https://vmch.com.au/


 

 

 

 

        

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Weekend  

“Live Your Best Life in Love” 

Every relationship is a journey and the grind of eve-

ryday life can cause you to lose touch with your 

spouse. 

This weekend gives married couples the tools to 

keep passion alive in a gentle, nurturing environ-

ment, away from pressures and distractions of daily 

living. The weekend is based around Catholic values 

and couples of all faiths are welcome.  Please check 

our website for more details. 

 

Date: 28 – 30 April 2023 in Melbourne  

(Book early to avoid disappointment) 

Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 

183 676 or 

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au     

Website: wwme.org.au 

All church properties windows and doors must be 

checked as being locked before event is concluded , 

as some doors have been found to be closed but not 
locked. This must not continue. 

Thank you  

Dennis ( Parish Pastoral Council Chairman)  

 23 April (Third Sunday of Easter)  

Next Sunday we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday – 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. During this 

coming week, perhaps you may like to make a pray-

er each day for more vocations to the priesthood 

and consecrated life. Perhaps there is a young per-

son you may know to pray for by name this week.  

 

Catholic Vocations Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Al-

bert Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002 Australia PO 

Box 146, East Melbourne VIC 8002 Australia  

Telephone: (03) 9926 5733  

Email: vocations@cam.org.au 

www.vocationsmelbourne.org  

Mission: Transform Lives - theirs...and yours  

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking 

Australians from a variety of professions and trades 

to share their skills and knowledge with those who 

have few other chances for training.  

Build enduring global relationships while assisting 

sustainable, self-reliant, community development. 

 

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. 

On our website you can also see news including sto-

ries from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, 

Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 

Please enquire further about potential assignments 

for you or someone you know: 

ING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567. 

WEB: www.palms.org.au 

 

 

25th April, 2023  
Next week’s readings   

First Reading:                Acts 2: 14, 36-41 

Responsorial Psalm:       Ps.22: 1-6 R.v.1 

Second Reading:            1Pt 2:20-25 

Gospel:        Jn 10: 1-10 

Church Volunteers 

A very big thank you to our church volunteers  who 

render your valuable service to our  parish church 

communities  in various capacities. 

Please enter  your details in the volunteer list placed 

in the church foyer. If  you have not  submitted  a 

copy of your working with children check, please 

hand over to your mass manager or parish office. 

Thank You. 

 

 Thanksgiving envelopes are now available for 

collection in four churches. 

http://www.palms.org.au

